
 
When: July 20 & 21, 2019 

Where: Annapolis Valley Exhibition Grounds, 570 Main Street, Lawrencetown  

Judges: John McAssey (both days); Nikki Porter (2nd Judge Sunday) 

 

Class List 
 

Saturday Classes 
 

Start time: 8:30am 

 

1. Gr Rider Showmanship 

2. Gr Horse Showmanship 

3. Jr Showmanship 

4. Sr Showmanship 

5. Gr Rider Eng Equitation  

6. Gr Horse Eng Equitation 

7. Jr English Equitation 

8. Sr English Equitation 

9. Gr Rider Eng Pleasure  

10. Gr Horse Eng Pleasure 

11. Jr English Pleasure 

12. Sr English Pleasure 

13. Gr Rider Road Hack 

14. Gr Horse Road Hack 

15. Jr Road Hack 

16. Sr Road Hack 

17. Open Maiden Pleasure (English & Western) 

18. Open Junior Horse Pleasure (English & 

Western) 

19. Leadline (break for lunch) 

20. Gr Rider Western Horsemanship 

21. Gr Horse Western Horsemanship 

22. Jr Western Horsemanship 

23. Sr Western Horsemanship 

24. Ranchmanship *New*  

25. Gr Rider Western Pleasure 

26. Gr Horse Western Pleasure 

27. Jr Western Pleasure 

28. Sr Western Pleasure 

29. Ranch Riding *New* 

30. Gr Rider Western Command 

31. Gr Horse Western Command 

32. Jr Western Command 

33. Sr Western Command 

Sunday Classes 
 

Start time: 8:00am with Judges meeting 

 
34. Novice In-hand  

35. Open In-hand  

36. Youth In-hand  

37. Senior In-hand  

38. Mini Horse In-hand (Level 2) 

39. Youth Riding Challenge (Level 1) 

40. Leadline Obstacle (break for lunch) 

41. Senior Riding Challenge (Level 1) 

42. Mini Horse In-hand (Level 3) 

43. Novice Riding Challenge 

44. Senior Riding Challenge (Level 2) 

45. Youth Riding Challenge (Level 2) 

46. Open Riding Challenge (Level 3) 

47. Mystery Team Competition *New* 



**The class list will be the order of go for both days. 



 

Valley Performance & Obstacle Challenge Show Rules  

*red denotes rule changes for 2019* 

 

1. Entry forms, including payment, are due by Thursday, July 11. Entries received on or after 

Friday, July 12, will be considered as post entries. Post entries will be charged a one-time 

additional flat fee of $20. 

2. You can mail your forms to Janice Bennett – 1294 Ruggles Rd, Middleton, NS B0S 1P0 or email 

them to janice@janicebennett.ca. If you need to contact Janice by phone her number is 

(902)824-3952. Payment can be made by cheque payable to Janice Bennett or by etransfer 

to janice@janicebennett.ca.   

3. The show office will be open Friday evening from 6:00 pm till 8:00 pm, and again Saturday at 

7:30 am until the end of the last class of the day, and then again Sunday at 8:00 am. 

4. There will be no refund without a vet certificate, which must be presented by end of day at 

the show. 

5. The show committee reserves the right to combine classes if not enough entries.  

6. Equitation and Horsemanship classes will not receive monetary payouts as the competitor is 

being judged not the horse. These will be pattern classes, and will only have a rail component 

should the judge require. 

7. It is mandatory for persons 18 years and under as of January 1st of the current year to wear 

helmets while mounted anywhere on the show grounds. 

8. Hay, feed, and bedding are not available on the grounds, so be sure to bring your own. 

9. A $20 clean stall deposit will be charged to all entries requiring a stall. Stalls MUST BE CLEANED 

before leaving and the deposit will be refunded. Stalls not cleaned will have the deposit 

forfeited. If paying by cheque, please provide a separate cheque made payable to Janice 

Bennett. This cheque will not be cashed, and upon inspection of clean stall, will be returned to 

you. Cash and ePayments will be refunded by cash. 

10. All exhibitors must have and provide proof of insurance in the amount of one million dollars, 

which is included in your NSEF membership, or may be included under your home insurance 

policy. 

11. This show is adapting rules from the American Quarter Horse Association (AQHA) – Saturday’s 

classes [except classes 24 & 29], the American Ranch Horse Association (ARHA) [classes 24 & 

29], and the International Mountain Trail Challenge Association (IMTCA) – Sunday’s classes, as 

guidelines, however it is not a sanctioned show, and therefore the judge has the final say. 

12. The showing of a stallion will not be permitted in any youth, or green rider classes. 

Unmanageable horses may be excused from the grounds. Decisions as to manageability of a 

horse will rest with the judge, and or the show committee. 

13. Overnight camping with power/water hookup is available on the grounds, at a cost of $20.00 

per night. 

14. We realize that competitors travel from afar and sometimes as a group. If you would like to 

request being stabled next to another competitor, we ask that all entries be submitted 

together. We cannot make guarantees that we can accommodate all requests, but we will 

try. If entries are submitted separately, stall assignments will be allocated according to 

availability. 

15. NO changing stalls without speaking with the office first! You will be required to move back if 

you haven't received prior approval. We pride ourselves in our organization and spend a lot of 

time working on stall assignments. Please refer to rule #14 if you have a special request. 
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16. The leadline class is for children or equestrians with disabilities who require a lead line from an 

adult by their side.  

17. The Green Horse division is for horses 5 years or under as of January 1st of the current year or a 

horse of any age that has been under saddle for less than a year. These classes will be 

walk/trot only classes. Entries are not eligible for the Junior or Senior classes on Saturday 

(except class 18 where horses 5 years and under are eligible to compete only.) 

18. The Green Rider division is for people who have not had, or have had very little show 

experience. These classes will be walk/trot only classes. Entries are not eligible for the Junior or 

Senior classes on Saturday.  

19. This is an honour system, so please remember when choosing a division that Green classes 

includes those who are beginner riders/horses, with limited training and show experience. The 

show committee reserves the right to review all entries. 

20. A Green Rider/Horse class competitor may use a snaffle bit, or shank bit, on a horse of any 

age. Regardless of chosen bit, a rider will be allowed to ride with 2 hands in the Green 

Rider/Horse classes only.  

21. Road Hack is to be shown at a flat-footed walk with a reasonably loose rein, trot, strong trot, 

easy canter and hand gallop. 

22. Disqualification will result in the fall of a horse or rider, or abuse or aggressive schooling. 

23. The use of slip on (easy care) horse boots or related footwear are not considered as protective 

boots and are permissible to be worn in all classes. 

24. Open Maiden Pleasure is open to any horse that has not previously placed first in a pleasure 

class. 

25. Open Junior Horse Pleasure is open to any horse 5 years and younger as of January 1st and 

may be ridden in a snaffle, or bosal, with two hands. If shown in a shank bit, must be ridden 

with one hand. 

26. Ranchmanship & Ranch Riding are two new classes introduced under the American Ranch 

Horse Association (ARHA) guidelines. This is not a sanctioned show. We would like to 

encourage the limitation of crystals, sequins, and glitter from the riders attire. Additionally, the 

horse should not have hoof dye or banding/braiding and the equipment should be free of 

[limited] silver.   

a. Ranchmanship: The purpose of this class is to bring forth the versatility in both the ranch 

horse and exhibitor, in the task of performing 1 of the 6 ARHA designated patterns, 

constructed of both Ranch Trail obstacles and Ranch Reining maneuvers. Obstacle 

and maneuvers are to be judged to the standards written in Ranch Trail, Ranch Riding, 

and Ranch Reining in each part of the patterns that pertains to these classes. 

b. Ranch Riding: A superior ranch riding horse has a free-flowing stride of reasonable 

length in keeping with his conformation and covering a reasonable amount of ground 

as if he was going across the pasture to do a task on the ranch in a timely fashion. Horse 

should not be a run away but move like “we have a lot to do today”. Ideally, he should 

have a balanced, flowing motion, while exhibiting correct gaits with proper cadence 

and rhythm. The quality of the movement and consistency of the gaits is a major 

consideration.  [Clarification: this is a rail class and is not the same as AQHA Ranch 

Riding. ” Horses must work both ways of the ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their 

ability with different leads. At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend 

the walk and the jog, one or both ways of the ring. The extended jog is a definite two-

beat lengthening of the stride, covering more ground. Cadence and balance with 

smoothness are more essential than speed. Passing is permissible and should not be 



penalized as long as the horse maintains a proper and even cadence and rhythm. 

Horses are required to back easily and stand quietly.”] 

 

Arena Mountain Trail Challenge Day 

1. Setup for the Mountain Trail Challenge will begin after the last class on Saturday. 

2. Due to the high amount of entries for Sunday's classes, the cut-off for accepting entries will 

either be a maximum of 135 entries, or Saturday evening at 8:00pm, whichever comes first. 

There will be NO EXCEPTIONS. Entries will not be accepted on the day of the show, even if 

there are scratches. 

3. Open riding on course Saturday evening: $25. Once setup is completed, the course will open 

(estimated to be not before 5:00 pm) and will be available until 9:00 pm. 

4. Obstacle Challenges are open to any breed of horse, pony or mule.  

5. Competitors may show in either English or Western. Attire and tack must be neat, clean and in 

good working order. 

a. Western competitors are to wear a western styled shirt, long pants, cowboy hat or 

helmet (mandatory 18 and under), and boots with a heel. Gloves, chaps and chinks 

are optional. 

b. English competitors are to wear business casual English attire. Shirt/blouse, boots with 

well-defined heel and helmet. Jackets are optional. 

6. A horse of any age or discipline may be ridden in a snaffle bit, shank bit, bitless headstall, or 

brideless. The rider may use 1-hand or 2-hands without penalty. Halters, mechanical 

hackamores, or other styles of bitless headstalls that apply compressive pressure are not 

allowed. Mechanical hackamores, tie-downs, draw reins, martingales, and wire chinstraps will 

result in disqualification. 

7. Protective boots, legwraps and bandages are allowed and encouraged in obstacle 

challenges. 

8. Practice/Walk Through: Exhibitors will not be allowed to practice on the competition courses 

on the day of the event. There will only be one (1) obstacle walk through (without horses) 

done at 8:00 am prior to the competition. This one walk through is for ALL classes. Competition 

starts approximately 30 minutes after the last walk through. 

9. The IMTCA offers 3 levels within their divisions. We are offering two (2) levels within each division 

of Mini, Youth, Senior & Open. The following describes the levels: 

a. Level 1 –This is considered a new Partnership. The rider and Horse may not have 

established trust or are unsure about each team member’s ability to negotiate simple 

obstacles. Obstacles should be easy to explain to the team: basic maneuver or 

technique needed to complete the obstacle. The course will be at the flat footed walk. 

b. Level 2 –This is considered an established Partnership. The rider and Horse are familiar 

with one another, exhibit trust when negotiating obstacles and are conditioned to ride 

a longer Course. May include some jog, trot up to and between obstacles, forward 

ground covering is encouraged; 180, 270 or 360 degree turns on certain obstacles.  

c. Level 3 – This is considered a Partnership where Horse and rider have established trust, 

can negotiate difficult obstacles and are conditioned to travel a longer Course. May 

include some canter, lope up to and between obstacles; 180, 270 or 360 degree turns 

on certain obstacles. 

10. Divisions adapted from the IMTCA are described as: 



a. Lead Line: This is defined as anybody requiring a lead line from an adult by their side 

(e.g., a child or equestrian with disabilities).  

b. Novice Division: IMTCA has defined this as the first year the handler/rider is competing 

trail obstacles in any organized trail or cowboy race competitions. For this show, we will 

define the Novice Division as the first two (2) years due to the limited access to these 

events. 

c. Youth Division: This is defined as participants under 18 years old based on age as of 

January 1st; minimum age to compete will be 6 years old. Helmets are mandatory. A 

youth cannot exhibit a stallion.  

d. Senior Division: This is defined as participants 19 and older.  

e. Open Division: This is defined as all handler/riders. Novice may not show in Open 

Division. 

11. Mystery Team Competition: This is a new class. The team will be determined by a draw with 1 

member at the Novice/Level 1 and 1 member from Level 2/Level 3. The course will be 

designed such that each member will compete at their level. Placings to 3rd and will be 

determined by a combined score. This is a ridden class. 

12. How you will be scored: 

a. Scoring will be based on the judging rules from the International Mountain Trail 

Challenge Association https://www.imtca.org/imtca-rulebook  

b. Scoring will start with 70 points and add or take away. Each obstacle will have a value 

of 9. This gives a foundation for scoring and / or a deduction if any obstacle is not 

attempted or faults.  

i. Entry into the obstacle: 0 if correct; up to 2 points penalty deduction 

ii. Navigating through the obstacle: 0 if correct; up to 5 points penalty deduction 

iii. Exit from the obstacle: 0 if correct; up to 2 points penalty deduction 

c. WOW factor! If the horse and handler/rider navigated the obstacle in such that a 

judge’s only words were “wow” then an extra 3 points can be added – 1 point for entry 

– 1 point for body – 1 point for exit. 

d. Horsemanship – an additional overall 5 points can be earned for demonstrating 

horsemanship. The Horsemanship point value is added to the final score at the Judges’ 

discretion.  

e. After 3 refusals at an obstacle the horse and handler/rider must move on resulting in a -

9 penalty deduction. 

f. If no attempt is made, or obstacle is missed, a -18 penalty deduction. 

g. A competitor receiving a -9 or -18 on any obstacle can not place above someone 

whom completes all obstacles. 

h. In the event of a tie, there have been pre-determined tie breaker obstacles for each 

pattern. The scores of these obstacles will determine the tie breaker. 

The following chart has been put together to assist you with the classes that you are eligible. Select 

the Division and Level on the left and follow the options across the row. 
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